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IEE SITUATIOR 1IN HONDERAS

ftrong clircunstsatisl evidenve lisks Coatepnisn Cossecists

with the parslyzisg sesersl strike which begse en & Eay

nmosg Mpited Fruit Compasy workers in Honduras in the

portk (Caribbean) cosst regfon near the Guntenalss bordeyr,

s This evidence ineclades:

i.

%

Comeweist lnbor apitators fros Guateanls long
reported oporstisg in area. iccess fros usganrded
usteasiag barder is eamy.

{wordinated stirike of 2o esatimated 25,006 widely
scatteared workers, who have had 80 ovart labox
orgasizstion,in the past, isdicstesr long and
efficiont plsaning. |

Exagrersted dJoassds by preseut sirike lesders

and thetir initizl 48-hour altisatem to eoBpany
suggests thelr real concers is with other ihan
bsone fide laboxy abjewciives.

indisations that strike leadevs bave suificient
iands to provide strilkers with food reguivemsnts,
(oatenalsns military plamd laaded withouni clesrgnce
on 1 dmy iz Homduran anrik cosst €ity of Paerte
Cortes, JSearchod by Sondursu suthorities asd re-
yertadiy fousnd to ecatais 3 mep of United Fruit
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Company holdingsrin Honduras with suspicious,
but unidentifiable, markings.

On 5 Hay the Honduran government publicly
charged two Guatemalan comsuls with subversive
activities and closed the two consulates on
north coast,

Guatesalan ambassador in Honduras recalled on

5 May for consultation,

Communist literature inciting to strike found in
arsea ~~ origin undeteramined.

Hen reporied preparing to cross border from
Guatemala; Honduran troops now patrelling border,
Communist General Confederation of Guatemalan
Workers (CGTG) 1s#uea statement 7 May offering

“"moral and economic¢ support" to strikers.

I1. The sirike appears shrewdly timed to coincide with growing

political rivalries over the Honduran presidential and

congressional elections due 10 October,

A, Roughly even three-way politiecal split as elections

approach,

1.

Nationalist Party ~- Rominated B0 year old ex-

dictator Tiburcio Carias, who ruled country with

strong band . 1933-48,

a. Carlas is gensrally unpopular but reported
prepared for a coup if defeat appears

prﬂbabla.

Approved For Release 2000/08/30 : CIA-RDP80R01443R000200280011-9



Approved For Release 2000/08/30 : CIAM3R000200280011-9

1. Carias rumored capable of bringing
9,000 mrmed men into capital in single
gay.
2, Strong anti~Carias faction in army
likely to take counteraction in event
of Carias coup.
b. Cariss claims to be only candidate capable of
dealing with Communist threat.
2, Reformist Party supporters of President Galves
who split from Natiopalistss and nominated Geperal
Abrabam williams, pro-US, anti-Communist, Vice
President under Carias.
3. Liberal Party - Traditional copposition party,
now believed infiltrated by Communists, Candi-
date: Dr. Ramon VILLEDA Morales,
B. Carias is theréfﬁre likely to exploit current strike in
attempt to show need for his strong hand.
C. Lack of decisive government action re present strike
could be pretext for coup by Carilas.
IXX. The Honduran government is probably able to main-
tain> order, at lsast temporarily, in s;rika zone,
A. Thus far the strikers have remained orderly and appear
unaréad, except for their machetes,
B, Troops in the area were promptly reinforced and control

most major polnts .

A =2
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iv.

Honduran civil and military leaders on the scene have

assisted company officials in atenpts to negotiate

with strikers.

1. It has been difficult, however, to find repre-~
sentative strike committee with ghich to ne-

gotiate,

Since workers' wages and benefits are actually less than

those of United Fruit employees in neighboring countries.

The strike isssceptible to varied Communist exploitation.

A,

Honduran politiciane sre, for the mpst part, notably
naive with respect to Communist tactics and might
grant Communists an entering wedge in political scene
in return for a strike settlement,

Ron-Communist leftists in Honduras are likely to
sympathize with strikers, especislly if Communist:
direction is not established.

_ gltianaliatic, anti-U3 sentiments are being stirred

throughout Central America where the United PFruiti

Company is a strong emotional issue,

REY

Approved For Release 2000/08/30 : CIA-RDP80R01443R000200280011-9



